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West Virginia’s Global Grid Exchange to be Powered by HP 
Technology Solutions Provider To Deliver Server and Support Infrastructure for Largest Open 

Public Grid Computing Platform 
 

FAIRMONT, WV – The West Virginia High Technology Consortium (WVHTC) Foundation 
(www.wvhtf.org) announced today that HP will provide the infrastructure technology that will 
power the Global Grid Exchange™.   
 
An initiative of the WVHTC Foundation, the Global Grid Exchange utilizes the Internet to 
aggregate the idle or unused computer processing resources throughout the State of West 
Virginia – from PCs to mainframes. With access to such resources, the Global Grid 
Exchange will soon be the largest open public computing grid in the world.  
 
West Virginia will procure from HP the hardware required to support this innovative venture 
– from desktop PCs for customer service personnel to robust and reliable high-end servers.  
 
Using Frontier®, the grid computing solution from strategic partner Parabon® Computation, 
the Global Grid Exchange empowers users with an incomparable platform-independent grid 
computing environment for the easy development and deployment of distributed computing 
applications. The Global Grid Exchange will deliver unprecedented computing power – on 
demand – to any desktop computer over the Internet creating a cost-effective computation 
infrastructure that will drive innovation in the commercial, government and academic sectors 
around the world. 
 
“HP is one of a few technology leaders in the world that offered the range of solutions we 
required to build this unique grid resource,” said James L. Estep, president and CEO of the 
WVHTC Foundation. “This partnership is a natural extension of HP’s long history within the 
state and we are pleased to be working with them in building this next-generation grid 
computing solution.” 
 
“HP is pleased to team with the WVHTC Foundation in bringing this state-sponsored open 
public grid computing solution to market,” said Winston Prather, vice president and general 
manager of the High Performance Computing Division at HP. “The Global Grid Exchange 
represents a next step in grid computing and further establishes HP’s presence in this 
space.” 
 
Implementation of the Global Grid Exchange has already begun. It is anticipated that users 
will be able to access the power of this Internet computing solution in fall 2004.   
 
About The West Virginia High Technology Consortium Foundation  
Founded as a non-profit organization in 1990 by Congressman Alan B. Mollohan, the 
WVHTC Foundation was established to create the critical mass of regional technology 
companies needed to move economic diversification efforts forward. Now more than 200 
members strong, WVHTC Foundation continues to serve as a catalyst to further integrate 
and cultivate the West Virginia technology community, and to diversify and strengthen West 



 
 

 

 

Virginia’s economy. For additional information about the WVHTC Foundation, visit 
www.wvhtf.org. 
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